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The manifeſtation of the truth, the 
1 of SS 


11 CORINTHIANS, IV. i. © 


Bur HAVE RENOUNCED THE HIDDEN THINGS OF 51 
HONESTY, NOT WALKING IN CRAPTINESS, NOR HAN D- 
LING THE WokD of GOD DREI rl; BUT BY 
MANIFESTATION OF THE TRUTH, COMMENDING OUR» 
SELVES TO EVERY MAN'S CONSCIENCE IN THE ene 
or GOD. 4 


EN the receding cha — 2 
Page of the 2 e compares it with Pa, wah 

he allows that hf was glorious z yet he aſſe 1585 
the goſpel exceeds in glory. This is the glorious pl whi 
was committed to Paul and the other apoſtles. Hence he be- 
gins this chapter in the manner he - 1 Therefore ſeeing 
«© we have this miniſtry, as we have received mercy we 
not.“ As if he had faid ; Since we have fo glorious a got- 
pel to \ preach, we faint not in preaching, . — and pro- - 
pagating it; but under all perſecutions, we perſevere in this 
work. Nor is that all; but we have preached and propagit- 
ed the goſpel With integrity or Honey, not pracüfäg in The 
proſecution of our miniſtry, any diſhoneſt or ſhameful arts. — 
The word rendered * more properly means hams 
and indeed all diſhoneſt, crafty; deceitful arts; are truly 
ſhanieful ; my; ter of the ſimple goſpel. 


ers! © of diſhoneſty, eraftineſs, Jeceit, | 


are ut exegetical each other, they need not be confidered 
diſtinctly : the ſum of what is intended by them all 1 is rt 
cd nien = ere | 
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I. MzxT10n ſome of the kiaden Mag; cr Gthongfy Pro- 


vey” intended in the text. 
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n legt what hie manifeſt the truth, as to com- 
E 


. 


mend ourſelves to the conſciences of men. 
III. $now that fuch\manifeſtation of the truth is the pro- 
per and immediate end of preaching the goſpel. 

I. I aw to mention ſome of the hidden things of diſhoneſty, 
probably intended by the apoſtle in our text. - 


Tuts comprehend all the deceitful, fly, underhand prat᷑ti- 
ces, into which a miniſter may fall. 2 | 
1. Ox x of theſe hidden things of diſhoneſty is, to keep back 
-4 part at leaſt of the truth, when it is neceſſary or profitable, 
that the whole, or that part, ſhould be made This is 
ſometimes done in order to avoid offence, The truth is often 
extremely unpopular ; or at leaſt diſpleaſing to a number. They 
fad their on tempers and practices condemned by it, and 
their whole characters ſet in an odious point of light. This is 
hard to be borne. At the ſame time perhaps, they find all 
| their fond hopes of the favour of the Deir y in this life, and 
E ', "of eternal felicity in the liſe to come, ſhaken or totally over- 
; © - "thrown; and find themſelves left in a ſtate of painful appre- 
Henſon, or abſolute deſpair, as to their eternal ſafety. — This 
is a ſtate ſo diſagreeable and intolerable, that few men will be 
' ealy under that preaching, which is the occafion of it, or feel 
'A Giendly diſpoſition toward the preacher. In theſe circum- 


ſtances men open foon grow uneaſy, and whatever pro- 


| * feſſions of friendſhip they may have made, they will ſoon be- 
wa come his enemies, and at firſt perhaps ſecretly, afterwards 
2 : | openly, oppoſe him. 0 ; . 


Bur for a miniſter of the goſpel to- make any, and eſpeci- 
ally a conſiderable number of his hearers, and thoſe perhaps 
5 - _ .the chief and moſt influential of his whole congregation, ene - 
. mies to himſelf, is extremely undeſirable. He naturally wiſhes 
7 . to hve-in pepſect friendſhip with them all, and therefore to 
_ leaſe them” all: This is for his intereſt,” as well as for his 
r — From theſe ſources ariſes a very ſt ron 1 
1 r „ thoſe truths of  golpel, | 
* 5 WAICA are unp 5 | „ Or n fring to * 
CCC 
1 Un p the influence of this temptation, he ma 8 | 
| 2 omit to ſome doctrines, though he really believes em; 
p h as the doctrines of Gop's eternal, abſolute and immuta- | 
| 9 2 le decrees; of human depravity ; of the neceſlity of regen ö 
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rating grace, and the divine ſovereignty in the diſpenſation of 
n if he do not totally ſuppreſs any truth; if he 
declare a part of it only, he may as really teach error, as if he 
were directly to aſſert it. For example; if he preach in ge- 
neral terms the goodneſs or merey of Gop, and explain not 
the nature and iN ject of it, — oy it 8 in 5 | 
and promoting the gener of the created ſyſtem and his 
own glory =, the good 1 individual, wherein it is 
inconſiſtent with the general : if he fay nothing of the 
holineſs and juſtice of God, which are indeed but branches of 
the divine goodneſs, and which in a proper explanation of. 
goodneſs, will naturally come into view. —I ſay, by diſcourſ- 
ing in general terms of the goodneſs and mercy of Gon with- 


out deſcending to proper particulars, a miniſter will naturally. 


make his hearers believe, that Gop by his goodneſs is ſeeking 
and will ſecure the eternal happineſs of individual of 


mankind. By this mode of preaching, thouſands have been 


brought .into this belief ; this is the rock on which thouſands 
have ſplit. This ſeems to be the main pillar of deiſm: the 
men of that claſs groundleſsly concluding, that becauſe Gop 
15 indeed aiming at the good or . 4 0 of his creatures, 
therefore he is aiming at the happineſs, not merely of the 1 
tem in general, but of every individual. Whereas it remains 
to be proved, that the greateſt happineſs of the created ſyſtem 
implies. the happineſs of every individual: and nothing is more 


evident, than that if Gop is —_— at the greateſt happineſs 


of every indiyidual, he entirely fails of his end; inaſmuch as 
NAL. even in this life, are extremely miſerable.  _, 
| Acaix ; by dwelling only on the ſufficiency of goſpel grace, 
andſaying nothing of the conditions on which the - promiſes 
of the goſpel are fupended, a miniſter may impreſs on the 


minds of his hearers, the idea, that thoſe promiſes are wholly. .- | 
unconditional.—By preaching up the neceſſity and efficacy of 


faith, without explainifig the nature of it, the hegrers may be 
led to think, that the jollifying faith of the goſpel is a mere 
aſſent of the underſtanding, without any right temper of heart. 
y inſiſting abundantly on good works, the excellency and 
neceſſity of them, and leaving the matter thus; people may 
conceive, that they may obtain juſtification by their own good 
works. Theſe may ferve as inſtances of error taught, not by 
direct and poſitive aſſertion ; but by a partial exhibition of the 
truth; and they all belong to the hidden things of diſhoneſty, 
or to the handling of the word of Gov deceitfully. _ 
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2. To deliver the truth in general and equivocal terms, is 
a practice of diſhoneſty, ſimilar to that juſt mentioned. This 
is one way of ſuppreſſing the truth. The moſt Pongent and 
mortifying traths will tolerable, if delivered in general 
terms. In this caſe, every man may underſtand and receive 
it, in a manner agreeable. to his own tafte or wiſhes: But 


ſhould the preacher explain himſelf-and deſcend to ſome par- 


ficulars, he would no doubt offend ſome, and perhaps all his 
hearers. By the uſe of only general terms, the real truth js 


kept out of fight.—Thus a man may preach, in general terms, 
the ſovereignty of God, and ſay nothing but the truth on this 


ſubject; yet his hearers ſhall not knaw whether he mean a 


ſovereignty over the natural, or over the moral world; a ſove- 
reignty in ruling the fun, moon and the ftars, or in ruling the 
hearts of men. Or if the preacher ſpeak expreſsly of Gop's 
ſovereignty in the moral world, ill it may not be clear, — 
ther he intend merely a ſovereignty in ruling the nations and 
kingdoms of the world, or in 8 Or again; 
if he ſhall explain himſelf ſo far, that'it all appear, that 
he means a ſoyereignty over indiyiduals, ſtill it may be doubt- 
ful, whether he would teach a ſoyereignty which is abſolute 
and efficacious, or ane that is merely ſuaſive, and efficacious 
only ſo far as men will be drawn by arguments and motives. 


Ann; a preacher may ſay much of the depravity of the 
human heart; nay may declare jt to be. univerſal, = 


every faculty of the human mind: yet he may never f 


that this depravity is entire and total, and his hearers may ne- 
yer know what his ideas are as to this peint.— He may fay 
much of regeneration, and of the grave of Gop in it; yet it 
may never be diſcernible by his -preaching, whether he ſup- 
— it to be wrought by the immediate power and Agency of 
God, or by light and moral ſuaſion. He may {ay much of juſ- 
tification by faith; yet it may not be clear, whether he means, 
— we are juſtified hy the goſpel, the object of our faith and 
the obedience of it; or by the exerciſe of faith in CMA 187, 
and by his righteouſneſs which is apprehended by faith. It 
may be equally uncertain, whether by juftifying faith. he 
mean a bare ſpeculative aſſent of the underſtanding, or ſuch 
view of the truth as implies a reconciliation of heart; a be- 
lief that Cu n13T died for me in particular, or a cardial be - 
ief and reception of CRN 15 T as a glorious and all ficient 
aviour, without any perſuaſion that I have already an inte- 
reſt in him.—He may ſay much of love to 8 and to 
ts. he ö | HRISTS 


1 


Cuxisr; but it may not appear, whether this is to be ex- 
erciſed on intereſted or diſintereſted principles; whether it 
mult be a love of Gop's character, or only of his benefits. 
He may ſay much of repentance and the neceſſity of it; yet. 
it may be altogether uncertain, whether he would teach a re- 
pentance, which may be excited merely by a dread of puniſh- 
ment, or one which ariſes from a heart-felt ſenſe of the vile-. 
neſs of fin.—He =_ ſay much of holine/+ ; but leave it in the 
dark, whether true holineſs conſiſt in mere external morality, . 
or primarily in ſupreme love to Gop and univerſal love to men, 
33 9 in that general obedience which ariſes from 
this temper of love. | | £0 
Tu us the whole ſyſtem of divine truth may be miſunder 
ſtood or perverted, by being exhibited in too general terms. 
This is general preaching, and is oppoſed to that which is 
particular and plain. As men are naturally inclined to under- 
ſtand divine truth in a manner ageeable to their own. wiſhes ; 
there is on that account the greater danger, that error.will be 
received inſtead of truth, a. . therefore the greater neceſſity 
that the preacher be. moſt plain and particular. 
3. To coincide, in preaching or diſcipline; with the ground- 
leſs prejudices of the people, with regard to things important, 
is another hidden thing of diſhonefty, and an inſtance of walk- 
ing in craftineſs and handling the word of God deceitfully,— 
A man who undertakes to preach the goſpel, have no 
principles at all, or at moſt, none but ſuch as he may be wil- 
ling to give up, in order to ſerve his intereſt; ' Therefore, if 
it be moſt for his intereſt to be filent as to any particular ſub- 
ject of doctrine or diſcipline, he wi be filent ; or concealing 
his own belief, he will preach according tothat of his hearers. 
No claſs of men are under fo - ſtrong temptation to ſacrifice 


their own ſentiments-to others, as miniſters of the goſpel: eſ- 


pecially becauſe in general they are ſo dependent on their peo- 

ple. It is generally diſagreeable to a man to be ſingular and 
to oppoſe his - neighbours, though he be © entirely, inde- 
—— of them. But ĩſ he be dependent on them for his dai- 
y 


ſubfiſtence, then to oppoſe them, and openly to avow ſenti- 


ments by which they are offended, and perhaps condemned 
in their moral conduct, or ſpiritual eſtate ; this is often too 


much for frail human nature. (4. 
Fer this muſt be done by a miniſter of the goſpel, "if he 
will regard either his duty, his honor, or a conſiſtency of cha- 


4. 


racter. Can we pretend it is our duty to give up evangelical 
Von £ B * trutb, 
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truch. on which the ſalvation of the ſouls of men depends, of to 
keep it out of fight, and to preach the contrary errors, which 
may lead them to eternal death, in order that we may main- 
tain friendſhip with them, and thus procure our daily bread ? 
Is this acceptable to Gop ? Will it ſtand the ſcurtiny of him, 
whoſe eyes are as a flame of fire AIs this fulfilling the contract 
which we have made with men? They on their part contract 
to ſupport us, not that we may humour arid flatter them, with 
regard to their ſpiritual concerns; not that we may preach er- 
rors to them, even altho” thoſe errors may be adopted by 
themſelves? but that we may * the real truths of the wo 

And if we do not honeſtly preach the truth, according 
to our khowledge and underſtanding; I ſee not bat that we 
practiſe the hidden things of diſhoneſty, groſsly violate the 
contract into which we have entered, and on chat very account 
are juſtly amenable to them, at the common human tribunals. 
4. NeaxLy allied to the foregoing particular, is preach- 
ing or undertaking the miniftry, bre chelake of the ſalary or 
the living. Though a miniſter preach the truth; and preack it 
fully and clearly, deſcending to proper particulars; yet he 
may do all chiefly for the ſake of the temporal reward. It 1s 
at leaſt to be ſuſpected, that ſome unde the miniſtry from 
this motive. But what trifliag is this with, ſacred things! 
k is wholly, perverting the inftitution of the evangelical mini- 
fry. Doubtleſs they who preach the goſpel, have a right to 
live of the goſpel, and to enter on this buſineſs with this ex- 
pectation. But this is very different from entering on it chief- 
ly from the motivé of obtaining a living. Whatever ſome 
may do 7x fad, I preſume no man would chooſe - profefſedly to 
undertake the work of the miniſtry. ſolely or chiefly, that. he 
may-pracere a living. But why. would not any man chooſe to 
profeis and avow this motive? . Undoubtedly becauwie he knows 
that it 15 low and metcenary, unworthy of the miniſterial cha- 
taRer, not agreeable to the mind of the Great Author of this 
and all other inſtitutions of the goſpel, nor to the underſtand- 


— men in general, particularly of thoſe who afe committed 
„to h 


charge in his miniiterial office Therefort to act from 


this principle, in this inftacte; is to practile the hidden things 


of dimoneilx. Ain be”) | 

g. If we neglect to inquire, to ſtudy, and to ſearch diligently 
after the wath, tits Is another hidden thing of * This 
neglect ſometimes takes place through indolence, and inconfis 


be ratten; emetihes thnoygh defign, 
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(i). Tunovcn indalence and inconſideration. To in- 

| dulge indolence and inconſideration in ſuch important matters 
to as thoſe which relate to the miniſtry of the goſpel, certainly be- 
ch longs to the hidden things of diſhoneſty and ſhame. For us, 


n- who have taken upon ourſelves this ſacred office, to be 1natten- 
12 tive to truth, inconſiderate with regard to the worth and im- 
m, portance of it, or indalent in our re earches after it, is not to 


18 act an honeſt, and reputable, but a diſhoneſt and ſhameful part. 
To: Miniſters of the goſpel are to be enſampies to their flocks in 
th general, and in the virtues of induſtry, and a diligent employ- 
er- ment of their time, as well as in all other virtues.—Shall a 
by day-lzbourer, who is indolent in his work, or careleſs as to the 
1 manner in which he performs it, loſe all character and employ- 
ng ment? Shall a tradeſman, be for the ſame reaſon entirely .neg- 
we lected and diſcarded? Yet ſhall a miniſter of the goſpel, ky 
he has ſo many more, and greater, and ſtronger motives and obe 
int ligations to exert himſelf, and to be diligent in his work, be in- 
ls. dolent, carelefs and deyoted to his caſe No, let no ſuch cha · 
racter be known among us. A man of this character defrauds 
7 the people among whom he is called to be a minifter, not of their 
raperty, but of divine truth, the ſincere mille of the word, the 
breadof fe; he defrauds himſel of the reward of à faithful 
ſeryarit 3 he defrauds Go of that ſervice which is his indifpery- 
ſable due; he violates numerous expreſs precepts of.holy-wrir, 
and his own ſolemn yows 3 he brings reproach-on the cauſe of 
Caxisr, and gives occaſion to the adverſary to blaſpheme: 


(2) SomeTIMES miniſters may no to ſtudy and ſearch 
out the truth, Trang defign. They: chooſe to be ignorant of 
many importnt. doctrines, as when a cantroverſy happens to 
ariſe concerning thoſe doctrines, their ĩignorance affozds them 
an eaſy plea to avoid all converſation on the ſubjects, and con- 
ſequently all the offence, which they might give by taking a 
decided part on either ſide of the 1 As they are able 
to fay, that they are ignorant of the ſubje&, they are cakly 
excuſed from giving their opinion, they offend no _ ang 
obtain no ill name.——But is not this a Niger practice of diſ- 
honeſty 7 Is it honeſt, is It honorable in a hriſtian miniſter, 


thus voluntarily to remain ignorant of important Chriſtian, 
truth? Wben the truth lahours, to ſtand by, and do nothing in 
A of 1s? and this only that he may fail eaſily and qui-, 
| etly down the ſtteam of human life ; and be wafted along by 
the freſh. galgs of popular applauſe ?—No, ſuch a practice be- 
uly longs to the Maden things of diſhoneſty and Mime. - 


nfs n 1 843. Tua 
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profit and ſubſiſtence. Yet CRI requires them to take up 
the croſs and follow him. What if CuRISTH himſelf had act- 


of men;—lt is to manifeſt the truth in ſuch a manner as tc 


' 


of 


Tarzz are alſo hidden things of diſhoneſty in diſcipline, 
s well as in preaching ; as when a miniſter neglects to preach 
8 the ſubject of church diſcipline, to explain the nature of it, 
to inculcate the duty and importance of it : When he con- 
nives at the faults of groſs offenders: When he always excu- 
ſes himſelf from this difagreeable and mortifying ſervice.— 
True, it is moſt deſirable, both in reſpect of the miniſter's 
influence and uſefulneſs among his people, and in reſpect of 
his comfort and lèiſure for his miniſterial ſtudies ; that ſome 
of the brethren bring forward matters of diſcipline, by taking 
the previous ſteps and by making proper complaint to the 
church. But what if others neglect their duty in this parti- 
cular ? Is this matter therefore to be neglected by the miniſter 
too ? I think not. The caſe may happen, in which it may 
be his duty to ſtep forward, and to -exhibit an example in 
every part of chriſtian diſcipline. | 


„AN: It is a hidden practice of diſhoneſty, for a mini- 
Ker, in a caſe of diſcipline, to flatter the accuſed brother, by 
converſation or conduct, and to make him believe that he himſel 
acts only of neceſſity in the execution of his office; that others 
force him on, and that the diſcipline. hath been b and 
carried on contrary to his mind, though he may be fully con- 
vinced that the accuſed is juſtly liable to diſcipline in the caſe. 
Tu zs are ſome of the hidden things of diſhoneſty to which 
miniſters of the goſpel are liable. The temptation to theſe 
is very greats anfing from the conſideration of their eaſe, 


ed on theſe: principles of his eaſe and convenience? Or what 
if his apoſtles aſter him, and his miniſters in all ages, had 
adopted this line of conduct? Or what if they ſhould-now uni- 
werlially adopt it ? It is manifeft it would ſoon end in the ge- 
neral di r and confuſion of the church, and the general 
prevalence of error and irreligion- ' N 

II. I Au, as was propoſed, to conſider what it, is ſo to 
*manifeſt the truth, as to commend ourſelves to the conſcience: 


obtain the teſtimony of the conſciences of thoſe, to whom we 

ſpeak, in favour of the truth that we deliver..—The word here 

"tranſlated commending, might well have been rendered pre/ent- 

ing. The apoſtles preſented the truth, or prſented them: 

ſelves in the manifeſtation of the truth, or with the light of 

truth ſhining around them, to the conſciences of their — 
an 
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and thus obtained the teſtimony of their coniciences in favour 
of the truth which 'they preached. For the conſciences of 
men rightly informed, ever bear a faithful teſtimony to the 
truth. The conſcience is the principle in human nature, b 
which the true preacher of the goſpe ny take the moſt ad- 
vantageous hold, of finners, He cannot by any manifeſtation 
of the truth, convert, or lead them to real repentance ; but 
he may gain the aſſent and teſtimony of their conſciences in 
favour of the truth, and againſt themſelves as finners. To 
this end the truth muſt be manifeſted fully and clearly ; one 
truth as well as another ; and the proper connexion and de- 
pendence of truths on each other. All divine truth properly 
GY is ſuited to touch the conſcience ; in order to this 
&, it needs only to be manifeſted and ſeen.— But ſome 
my of manifeſting the truth, are more advantageous than 
ern Ag” © . 


1. Tu moſt perſpicuous mode of manifeſtation is always 
the beſt. Though the truth be ob/curely manifeſted; it may 
be really manifeſted. But when obſcurely maniſeſted, it is in 
no meaſure ſo likely to affect the conſcience. The more clear 
the exhibition is, the more likely is it, to be attended wi 
its proper effect; the more ſhall we commend ourſelves to the 
conſciences of our hearers, p ne 

2. To manifeſt the truth in an engaging, inviting manner, 
k the conſcience. By 

how much more the truth is exhibited in an engaging and in- 
y draw 


viting manner, by ſo much the more will it Natura 


the attention; and the more the attention is drawn to the 
truth, the greater advantage will it have to take hold of the 
conſcience. As the truth cannot affect the conſcience at all, 


unleſs it is known or comes into view; ſo in proportion as it 
engages the attention the more, it comes the more thoroughly 


into view, and conſequently, for the ſame reaſon, that the 


truth, when known to all, is more likely to affect the con- 


ſeience, than when it is not known; fo the more'thotoughly 
it is known and attended to, the greater is the probability 
that the conſcience will be affected by it.— This ſhews the uſe 
and importance of a thorough application of the powers of elo- 
quence, and all the addrefs of oratory. The miniſter of th- 


| goſpel may make a very advantageous uſe of the moſt live 
cri 


ptions, the ſtrongeſt expreſſions, the boldeſt figures, the 
greateſt 2M, and all the beauty and force of pronunciation 


Bur 
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Bur it mult. be.remembered, that ĩt is here taken ſor grant- 
£d, that by all theſe arts of oratory, the attention of the hear- 
s Is attracted to the grub, and not to the ſpeaker, or to his 
ET and addreſs. The differehce between the! "two 
Ales, is very great and maniſeſt. If the attention is excited 
fixed. upon the ruth itfelf, the aforeſaid arts of oratory are 
7227 ayed to excellent purpoſe, and commend the truth to the 
jene. But if they are employed only to draw the atten- 
Uh 5 to the preachers. and cauſe the hearors to admire him; 
they are employed to no, good- purpoſe at all; nay, to bad 
purpoſe, as they tend to diyert the attention from the truth 
it ſelf. and therefore do r in ſtead of good. 


. I order to the moſt advantageous maniſcliobicn of the 
truth, we ſhould dwell. moſt on thote ſubjects which are the 
moſt important. Though exery truth is a real truth; yet 
every truth is not of wal importance. That the/ Jews. who 
ed our Los p, ſtripped him of his own clothes, and put 
205 robe on him; an Ind of that they” platted n crawn of thotns, 
t it on his head; are real truths : Ye theſe are not of 
ol omar to the death of Cs nt ST, and the atonement 
thereby for; the fins of mc ; or with the proclama- 
af ardon and falyation throug faith ih CAR IST. "Now 
in Ned ing the golſpel, we ond dell on each truth accord 
bon to its importance and practical influence. 


8 dry 23 Ir is very adyantageoys, in pre icing to Geſeribe the 
man heart, and its. affectionz, acco to real Tife. Far 
* face, 8 to face in water 'fo doth the heart of man to 
mad. In this mode of procedure,” the preacher, t though i 19n9- 
Tant of the real characters and tempers of particular perſons, 
will often hit them moſt As. o that they Mall chink, 
g t of deſign, and from a know!e ge of their caſe, he hath 
apted his diſcourſe with a particular reference fo them. 

A thorough. knowledge, of human nature in general, and of 
15 own heart in particular, 3 1s ee ace | and necel- 
v9 far every miniſter of the goſpel. 


Ir is alſo uſeful and: of a direct ex to an the 

| pany — to lead · men, in a view of the truth, to aparticu- 

lar examination of themſelves. This often es GI 
and moſt happy effect. \ 


6. Ir is ſometimes uſeful to babe | the + in Fandel 
cal repreſentations, as the prophet did to Dawid, when he 
would convict Hint of his ſin in the matter of Uriah. Such 


repreſentations” 


- 
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repteſentations will often be juſtly applied by the Kearers to 
themſelves. Some times, however, it is uſeful and neceſſary 
for the miniſter to apply them, as the prophet did to Davie; 
faying, 7hou art the man. | | eld i 
III. Sucn a manifeſtation of the truth as tends to affect 
the conſcience, is the proper and immediate end of preaching, 
the goſpel.—lf this is not the proper and immediate end of 
preaching, what is : Doubtleſs the chief and ultimate end is 
the ſalvation of men, in a way that is ſubſervient to the diyine 
glory. But how is this to be effected? Not Turely by pleaſmg 
and amuſing mankind ; nor by flattering and deceiving them; 
but by inſtruction and perſuaſion. Men are to be taught the 
way to heaven, and td be perſuaded by all rational and ſerip- 
tural arguments to walk in it. They are to be both inſtruct- 
ed and perſuaded by a manifeſtation of the truth. Nor is it 
enough to furniſh men's minds with mere ſpeculative know- 
ledge : the truth ſhould be taught in a practical u as it 
relates to practice and leads to it. The truth really exhibi- 
ted, will naturally commend itſelf to the conſeiente, fo far, as 
to gain its afſent to duty, ard its diſſent from Gn ; to make. i 
approve of what is right, and eondemn what is wrong. 
far therefore it both leads to a right practice, and teſtrams 
from a wrong one: and thus happily ſubſerves the chief and: 
ultimate end of preaching. a> 5 : 
InDBED we are not to expect that the truth alone, without 
2 divine influence, will convert the ſoul; yet as it will awa+ 
ken the conſcience, and theſe awakenings and convictions, 
ordinarily precede converſion, and render it more probable; 
that the ſubje& of them will attain to the true grace of Gop z 
in this ſenſe, the faithful exhibition.ef the truth happily. tends 
to the great end of . which is the ſalvation of ſouls 
in the way before mentioned. Doch 
Tu fame manifeſtation of the truth tends alſo to the edi- 
fication of ſaints in faith and holineſs. It tends to convitice 
them wherein they have heretofore finned and come ſhort. of 
their duty, points out to them their duty in future, and per- 
ſuades them to avoid fin and practiſe holineſs. In boch theſe, 
reſpects it tends. to their edification, « : 
Ir by by a faithful exhibition of the truth, that finners are 
to be awakened and led to repentance, and ſaints are to be 
— xx quickened 3 and ſo the falvation of men is to be 


Ir. 


6 


Ir the advaneement of true religion in the world, is an end, 
and a great end of preaching (and I preſume none will deny 
that it is) this end is to be obtained, only ſo far as the truth 
is exhibited. True religion is wholly built on the truth, and 
on a knowledge of it: and any affections of a religious nature, 
are only ſo far genuine and virtuous, as they are built on a view 
of the truth: Whatever affections are not built on the truth, 
and are not exerciſed in the view of it, are either directly op- 
poſed to true religion, or are mere wild enthuſiaſm. | 


_ Havins thus pointed out ſome of the things of diſhoneſty 
Intended in the text—having ſhown what it is ſo to manifeſt 
the truth as to commend — — to the conſciences of men 
and alſo that ſuch a manifeſtation of the truth is the proper 
and immediate end of preaching the * now proceed 
to apply this ſubject, in particular addreſſes, fr/ to the paſtor 
elett—7her to the church and congregation in this place. 


, rf To the paſtor elect. IO 


22 _ My dear Sir, | | 8 c 
PrRuir me to addreſs you, on this ſolemn occaſion, with 
fidelity, with plainneſs, and with that tenderneſs which is the 
natural effect of conſanguinity and long friendſhip ; and may 
I do it in the genuine exerciſe of Chriſtian brotherly love !— 
Y ou are now to be ſet apart to a very ſolemn and important 
work; the moſt ſolemn, that can be undertaken in the world. 
Fidelity and _ in this work, are peremptorily required 
of you. You have heard in what manner the apoſtles executed 
| this work. They renounced the hidden things of diſhoneſty ; 
did not walk in craftineſs, nor handle the word of Gov deceit- 
fally ; but by manifeſtation of the truth commended themſelves 
to every man's conſcience, in the ſight of God. Go thou and 
do likewiſe. Approve yourſelf honeſt and faithful, fr in your 
perſonal concerns of a ſpiritual nature, and hex in every part 


Inns the r place, be honeſt, careful and vigilant in your 
own ſpiritual concerns. The apoſtle argues, that if a mini- 
ſer neglect the moral concerns of his own houſe, he will als 
neglect thoſe of the church. 1 Tim. iii. 5. With equal truth 
may we argue, That if a man neglect the ſpiritual concerns of 
his own ſoul, he will neglect thoſe of his flock, the people 0 
his charge. Becareful therefore to keep your own wineyard } 
thus will you become the n to be a keeper of 
the vineyards of your mother's children: and without the for. 
TY mer, 
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mer, you will in no meaſure he prepared for the latter, Take 


heed that you maintain a cloſe wall with GOD ; which pri- 
WY conſiſts in · an habitual ſenſe of his exiſtence, perfe& 


| perfect- 
ery, conſtant preſence with you, and obſervation of you” 


on, 8 
in al your conduct, eſpecially in your miniſterial work; and 


in a ſenſe of your own accountableneſs to him. Maintain a 
conſtant watch over your own ſpirit ; © keep thy heart with all 
« diligence, as out of it are the iſſues of life.” _ Obſerve its 
affections, tempers, motives, and ends, both in your religious 


and your moral conduct. Be frequent and ſteady in your = | 
tos 


vate devotions, and thus live near to God. Prayer is ſai 
be the very breath of the Chriſtian; live by the uſe: of this 
breath. Accuſtom yourſelf to the 4 of the glorified 
ſamts, before you join them: thus will your converſation be in 
heaven, while you tabernacle in the fleſn. Follow) the exam 
ple of the great apoſtle, in this ref as well as others, that 
<< without ceaſing yvu make mention“ of the of your 
charge always in your prayers: Be not only to 
keep'a conſcience void of 0 towards Go p, but alſo to- 
wards men. Beware of the error into which too many run, 
who quiet their conſciences, in a neglect of the duties of one 
table, on a 7 of inary attention to thoſe of the: 
other. Cultivate a ſpirit: of benevolence to all men, and even 
to your enemies; ſeeki q their good; both ſpiritual and tem- 
poral. This is that love of our enemies, which is a peculiar 
duty of the . Love, in its ine exerciſes towards 
Gov and men, is the very ſpirit of the goſpel;; and 
the ſum total of alt that is required in it. 80 far as you have 
this ſpirit, you have receiv 
grace for grace; and in imbibing and cultivating this ſpirit, 
you will reduce the goſpel to practice, and echibit an example 
do others of the truths and duties, which you inculcate on them 
Bur this is not all; you are not only to be thus faithful in 
your private ſpiritual concerns, as a Chriſtian; but alſo in 
every part of your ni terial work ;. in your ſtadies and re: 
ſearches after the truth in communicating it to your people 
i your common con tt 9 
Fr, be honeſt and faithful in your reſcarches after truth, 
This part of your work will 8 
all theitime / which you can ſpare 
The knowledge of the truth is 87 


of the fulneſs of CHRIST, and 


your utmoſt attention and 


f- iÞ ) 
t cannot however be known in any. competent 
WD but by and 3 = The 17 you 
know it, the greater advanta have ſor doing good. 
is endleſs, and can never TE exhauſted. The darkneſs OF 
* reſting on the truth is very great; and 

every miniſter of the golpel, is boand to exert him. 
to diſpel the darkneſs and bring the truth to light. If 

one were to exert himſelf to this end, doubtleſs 

and rapid would be the increaſe of light and knowledge. 


IMPROVEMENT is by no means at an end: and thoſe men 
err exceedin gly, who lament that they live in this late period 
of the —_ wherein improvement and ſcience have been an- 
ticipated, and. there is no room left for further diſcoveries. 
wy is — — 7 mo gy _ all cn be in e- 
very ſcience, eſpecially in fall tru already 
diſcovered, whence ariſes that gw variety of ſentiments, 
and the extreme difficulty of ſettling controverſies oh theolo- 

cal ſubjects ? Theſe fats certainly prove, that all do not em- 

the truth ; and if ſome few are poſſeſſed of it in the 
œẽũüU—ͤ—ũ— 2 — , 
and repreſentations of ſome 
important doctrines. therefore im t in theolo- 
be at an end, it is brought to an end, not by a number of 
; for a number cannot be nd, who a 
themſelves : but it is brought en {by ome highly —. 
individual, — ron all the world belide, But 
who or where is this man ? Will any one -undertake to point 
kim out, or pretend to be the man himſelf Or can it be pre- 
tended concerning any man, that he knows the truth fully and 
. ly ? "That he intermixes with it no error? That he is 
maſter of all, or of the beſt arguments in ſupport of it ; or of 
all the beſt anſwers to gainſayers ? If not, it cannot be pre- 
tended that improvement is carried to its utmoſt pitch, even 
2 any individual.—As Gop is infinite, he is not, and cannot 
perfectly known by men, or even by angels. They and 
the ſaints in glory are conſtantly ſtudying and improving in 
knowled e. Theol ical ſubjects are the thin ngs % which they de- 
* to Took into. ey will carry on their improvements 
, yet will never have echauſted the truth. Much 
- 1s room for: the utmoſt improvements, which we 
dan make in this life. For our encouragement, we tnay 
refle&, that every 3 * 1 
further diſcoverics. .. 


2 8 2 * 


reoues 


 & as © ho at an 


this plea. © Therefore let this 
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Troven the canon of ſcripture is complete, and we 
to expect no further revelations} yet many new truths — 
break forth from the word of Gov, which although ei 
tained in it, for want of attention and comparin 
things with ſpiritual, are not yet ſeen. Further di 

— th moral and divine ſubjects, are alſo to be expected from 

the _ diſquiſitions of undiaſſed reaſon, If of 

d be faithful and diligent in their es and 

7 as wk, there is not leaſt reaſon 10 2 
but that great improvements would be the conſequence: 

inſtead of having occaſion to lament, that we live at too late 


a reh of the world, we ad find matter of con 


improvement, and to 
; let —— 


various, entertaining and im 
to be embarreſſed with other buſineſs. - That miniſter 
00 nts 
and indeed is a . ST A ICIRN 
the little improvement made by them. For this embarraſl- 
ment with other buſineſs, they plead n „ ariling wy 
their ſcanty ſubſiſtence. But as you are much providec 
for than molt of us, you will not be able to to avail. yourſelf of 
pongle. reap the out frxits of 


the generous ſupport have given ; that may ne- 
ver repent 3 fas in Sis matter And let 


others ſee the beneficial conſt ä and be 
induced to imitate the example, 1 pay dnjnethe 
ſame advantages, from the ph. Add 

Ir hath. been ſaid, that miniſters are the moſt- indolent ſet 
of men in the world : n 
ment to give them M. . 2 ; that chey will only pes 
Fete — err hey — 

8 tons — 1 as as 

e 


io eg ebe reel 


rn 
= * R 
. 


| (-20 I 
Frog of three quarters of an hour on the abbath and chat 


inc 
is 1s utmoſt obſect of their care or wiſhes : that hence in 
is a pe aut taſteleſs, and tireſome ſameneſs in all their ¶ oth 
8 55 e Ne wht tht e | 
have hea e whole that ever pre 

Skin no further inſtruction red; fed * 
tne as to yourſelf, or confute the charge by a N = 

* ce in ſtudies. Be not content With pre- 
tions for the ſabbath ; bake « care to prepare well ; bring = 
ten oil into the ſanQuary. Begin your preparations ſea- 25 
bly every week, that you may not be neceſftated to hurry I ©* 
Io fo Aly of time. Preach on a variety of We; E 
it ĩ 
yo! 
wh 
be 
to 
all 
that they ane too powerful for many : let me forewarn you, that | 
unleſs you up your utmoſt reſalution, there will be I} rec 
danger, —— be 00 powerful for you. * W 2 
We who ate Joyed in the minifiry have not all the ſame — 
F. other profeſhons, who make 
themielves 3 ir buſineſs, | 
| 20 
ö you 
yer 
| x 

Nes of 
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N increaſing your teck 54 | 
by reflection, by converiation, and pre 
ncence on the moſt 7 ſub) | got 
OR. and literature. This 12 mentioned uwprove- WW 
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to the people of your charge There are three ways in which 


you will be called to communicate the 


b. ; be honeſt and faithful in communicati 
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have already obſerved, that it will be unpo N nce 


It is more free and familias it gives opportunity to ſtate 


EC i? 


Dechtre it however unpopular it may be. You are to 


it is oppoſed to the carnal hearts of mankind ; fince it 
mans them to eternal death, and cuts off all their falſe 
pes of future felicity. The goſpel me preached take; 
away. the gods of natural L = Foo what hage they more 
Thepgſpre you muſt e ed, for the ſame reaſon 
Nat . poſe a robber Den 
Fand. or an aſſaſſin, 2 an chen them to the heart. Vet 
nat on that account 7 declare all the 2 of GOD, 
Declare it, whether. they wwill hear, or whether : 1 
Bear. Thus ar will at 2 deli wer your own ſoul. the 
'beſt defence a ——— is to commend yourſelf to the 
conſciences So ws you ſhall do this, they 
will not dare — vou. | 


Exnirr the truth honeſtly IV eee pe 
as in preaching.—Beſides viſiting the ſick, viſit your people in 
general, 3 may have opportunity, and cheerfully receive 
viſits from them 3 not merely for ceremony, or for common 
civility and friendſhip ; ; but eſpecially for religious converſa- 

tion and improvement. Free converſation on religious ſub- 
Jefts is by no means to. be omitted. This mode of commu- 
nicating the truth hath many r above preaching 
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and clear up doubts and objections; to enter into the particular 

feelings of thoſe with whom you converſe and to adapt your 

— to their ſeveral Seize theſe auvantages and 

1 hy pu 2 Adape your —＋ we —— 
pective caſes peo to the ir ſecurity, con 

on, their ſanctifi r darkneſs, their joy, their deſ. 

pondence, their hopes. Converſe with y 
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CurisTian diſcipline is another mode of exhibiting the 
trath, and thong} in itſelf diſagreeable, is of divine inſtitu- 
tion, and is abſolutely enjoined. What are the ſeveral ſteps 
of admonition, confeſſion, and excommunication, but ſo man 
— exhibitions 4 ed the 3 ? Honeſty and fidelity 

neceflary in part of your work, as in any other: 

wad the temptation, to a violation of thoſe virtues are equally 
great and powerful, if not more ſo. It will therefore be no- 
cefſary, that you /et your fory like a flint, in order to with- 
ſtand thoſe temptations, the oppoſition, that you muſt ex- 
pect to meet with in this affair. | | 4 L228 
'FinaLLY, be honeſt and faithful in your common conduct. 
The ſcarcity of really honeſt men, has been long ſince obſerved 
and lamented by the wiſe man, in that interrogation, 4 farth- 
ful man who as oY ? The virtues of honeſty, juſtice, and fi- 
delity are in theſe degenerate days almoſt extinguiſhed, at 
laſt from this part of the earth. Now you are to be an 
example to this flock, of theſe and all other virtues. Let it be 
known that the church in Greenfield has a really honeſt mini- 
ſter. — 7-4 inconſiſtent indeed is the character of the man, 
who is honeſt in miniſterial duties and ſervices, but not in his 
common conduct. Such a character however may exiſt, though 
it is to be preſumed but rarely ; more rarely than the oppo- 


ing: lite character of one, who is honeſt and faithful in the com- 


mon affairs of life, but not in miniſterial ſervices. | 
Fos motives of ſuch extenſive honeſty, let me ſuggeſt, in 
the fr place, That otherwiſe you are of courſe 4m pro 
There is no medium between theſe two. And to de your 
. —— 
+ may ir 

and yet be happy, atleaſt in the future world. But to defrand 
them in your miniſterial labours, may be the occaſion of their 
eternal ruin. If therefore you ſhould wrong them out of thou- 

lands of their property, er abomi the crime would 
be, it might be a leſs injury to them, than if you ſhould wrong 


excite you to fidelity. 
tifying to a 
kind 
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contraſts, it appears; are not only 
x to dot — get 2 ng he — ps fan 
te preſent, to preſs the duty of ſu miniſtry. | 
ER ments in the inſtance, and yoor fot 


(44 ) 
benevolence ? * diſcharge of your duty, you 


ſaye the fouls of many, which being tacked a as bran ” * 
the fire, and made the heirs of eternal happineſs, will be 


trophies of your victorious fidelity. 


Tus uences to yourſelf, on he hed end wh the 
other, are preſented to you, as additional motives. to fidelity 
in your work. Youare ſet as a watehman to this poopie + you 
are to warn them of their danger, and of every threaten 
foe. If you do not warn them according to truth, their 
will be required at your hands. But if you do faithfully warn 
them, though they die in their fins, yet you ſhall have deli- 
vered your foul. Nay; of all not mezely have delivered 

foul, ned, as at laſt to your lot; but you ſhall receive 
rewards of a faithful oe, a been faithful over 2 


| fow things, you ſhall be made ruſer over many things, and 


mall enter into the joy of your Lond. 


II. Ir is now time, that I turn. the addreſs to 0] churc 
and ociey in this place. 

Mor, brethren, and fathers ! _ ee 

WI congratulate ou on the events of this * You are 

this to have a-miniſter ſer over you in the order of the golpel, 

We- congratulate you on your general and firm union in this 

r ; on your apparent juſt ſenſe of the worth and importance 

of — ſtated miniſtration of the divine _ and — 

among you ; on your readineſs to ſupport the an 

Your willingneſs to expend of your wordly ſubſtance. for this 

ur ſormer in your miniſterial 

4 — forward to" fayy but all 

| 568 warn occaſions as 


in fulfillin gements, forbid me 
Fee 19 ben e e e ſame line of 


— & which you have hitherto purſued, — po 
honour to Ives, will be examples to others, and 


it out of t of your miniſter to plead neceſſity for ap- 
21 e ur 


uner * to turn — attention to other matten. 
E re What 

ink you of it ? De yo not wiſts that be may be truly honeſt 
333 EY 
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(eig). | 
u may you not_wiſh that he may for ever renounce the hidden things 


"Il % of diſhoneſty, not walk in craftineſs, nor handle the word of 
N God deceitfully ; but that by manifeſtation of the truth he 
I | may commend himſelf to the conſcience of every one of you in 
on the the ſight of Gop ?—Without waiting for your anſwer, I pre- 
fidelicy ff ſume it would be in the affirmative. Then oppoſe not his ho- 
e: youſſ neſty ; encourage it; do nothing to diſcourage it. When he 
teningſ}] tells you the truth, as to doctrines, as to diſcipline, as to prac- - 


; tice ; when he lays open the human heart, exhibits your na- 


warn tive depravity, your ſtate of ruin in yourſelves, your inability - 


e deli. ¶ to recover 3 your dependence on Gop and his grace; 
livered and yet ho 1 

receive law and the whole goſpel; your obligation to repent, to do no 
over 3 
s, and 


ds forth your obligation to comply with the whole 


more ſo wickedly, to be reconciled to God through CHRIST: 
when he informs you, that you muſt have an intereſt, in 
CH 1157} and that all your righteonſneſſes, in the mattel of 
juſtification, are but as filthy rags ;- that notwithſtanding 
them, GoÞ has a right for ever to caſt you off ; that v 


entirely deſerve it : when he preſſes upon you particular duties, 

Nas the duty of prayer in the cloſet and in the family, or the 
ou are duty of divine public worſhip; or the duties of juſtice, fideli- | 
polpel, F ty and beneficence to men: when he points out to you the 
in this contrary fins, and ſets them in their proper glaring colours: 


rtance ſl when in any of theſe inſtances he commends himſelf in ſuch a 


- 


nances © manner to your conſciences, that with a painful ſenſe of guilt, 


y and you are obliged to aſſent to the truth; yet be not angry with 
r this him for theſe things: remember that herein, he is acting the 
iſterial I part of an honeſt and faithful miniſter.” Although theſe ex- 


probed to the bottom; this is for your good ; it is conducive 


tion, Surely you would not chooſe that your diſeaſes ſhould 
be healed ſlightly. . Von cannot chooſe that your miniſter 
ſhould preach to you flatteries and lies, or any ſmooth things 


there is no peace for you. 


ntl the paſtor ele ; when they ſhall have unde him .more 


What fl oroughly ; when they ſhall have ſeen how, his preaching. . - 
kaneſt condemns them, reſtrains them in the indulgence of their fa-. 
vorite appetites, their avarice, their ſenſuality, their inordi- 


nate ſelf-love, and other ns Hg ; and how it cuts Es all 


—— 


which. are contrary to the truth, ſaying peace, peace, when 


- 


tbitions of truth are painful, yet ſubmit to them, be pati- 
ent under them: they are neceſſary : your wound muſt be 


, 


to your healing. 'Therefore oppoſe not the neceſſary opera- 


7 


. 


3 


Poss1BL y ſome of you, who are now muck. leaſed with - 


1 
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their fond bat groundleſs hopes of future e and ſafety ; 
will then be highly diſguſted, and of friends become bitter 
enemies. If this ſhall be the caſe in any inſtances ; remem- 
ber that I now forewarn you of it. And allo remember, how 
unkind, how inconſiſtent it is, to deſire an honeſt miniſter, and 
then to perſecute him, becauſe he is honeſt ! becauſe he ho- 

neſtly tells you the truth | _ | "Y 

Ir it is the duty of your paſtor to preach the truth faithfully ; 
it is 7 your duty to receive it, to hear it attentively, to 
acquieſce in it, to 8 N | | 

Vov are now ſettli mini iſter of the goſpel, in order that 
you may become Chrifians and be edified {ay moſt holy 
faith. But neither of theſe is poſſible, unleſs at the ſame time 
you are honeſt men, It is not only neceſfary that your mini- 
ſter in his character be honeſt, but that you alſo be honeſt, ho- 

neſt to God, to your own ſouls, and to your fellow men. In 
the firſt place render unto Gon, the things that are God's. 

Render him your hearts, in a ſincere and ſupreme love, and 

a cordial faith in his Son Jzsus, CnAISsT. This temper of 

courſe will expreſs itſelf in all outward obedience.— Again, 

render unto men, the things that are their's. The tendency of 
real religion is to make men in every r better ; not onl 
better with regard to Gop and his worſhip, but better with 
regard to one another; more kind and beneficent; more ten- 
der hearted and obliging; better neighbours; better huſ- 
bands and wives; better parents and children; better in all 
relations; and of courſe more honeſt and faithful. As it is 
oppoſed to all fin, it cannot but be oppoſed to the ſitr of in- 
juſtice or diſhoneſty. It requires us to provide things honeſt 
in the ſight of all men; to render unto all their dues ; to 

owe no man any thing, but love. , 

Tu is virtue is indeed neglected by ſome who pretends be 
che ſubjects of true religion. They will pray abundantly, at- 
tend all meetings for ſocial worfttp, both in ſeaſon and out 

of ſeaſon; talk of religion without end; profeſs in the moſt 

oſtentatious manner, love to God, and all other religious af- 
fections. For thus to pray, talk and profeſs, is eafy and cheap. 

But to practiſe honeſty, often coſts ſolid ſubſtance: For this 
_ reaſon they live in the neglect of it. But in vain will you 

pretend to real religion, without the manifeſt effects of it in 

an honeſt Hife. Without an honeſt life you are no Chriftians ; 
without this; you can never reach the heavenly ſtate. Rnow - 
* f % 66 ye | 


1 


* 
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1 not that the unrighteous ſhall not inherit the king- 
m of GO? 


Ir is a charge nl brought againſt profeſſors, of 
Chriſtianity, that they are no more honefl, and i in many in- 
leſs honeſt, than other men. This is a ſcandalous 
chatge; and if it be true, profeſſors are a ſcandalous ſet of 
men. Fet this never be true of any of you who are members 
of the church in this place. Walk worthy of the holy vocati- 


on with which you are talled, as in other e ſo in 


practiſing univerſal ho 


Non is i enough that) elves practiſe honeſty, and 
ſuffer your miniſter to do the ame. You are bound poſitive- 
| Iy to encourage and affiſt h He will need your aſſiſtance 


particularly ig the diſcipli 
affair you ought r 
You ought as _ 
him in the diſcharge of his duty, 
ſelves. {= Oe 2 you pie to pray for him. 
aul; in 


of the church. In this difficult 
the whole burden on him. 
to relieve him, to vindicate 


CC brethren 
Therefore 1 in 


for us 


— 


ay he be Ke 
you perſevere to rejoice in his light.” 
2 itſelf to be a true church of qurLard Jes us Cnxisr, 
fair as the moon, clear as the tern 
with banners. May every one 
the Holy Grosr, in which Goo ſhall 4 
till you all ſhall come inp the e. 
knowledge of the Sou ore Eo wn unto 
meaſure of, the ſtature of the fulnelal 
CHRIST THY and cleanſe this c wi 1. beg 
of water, by the word, that he may preſent it himſelf a 


glorious och; not having aher — or any ſuck thing. 
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